THE YOUNG MELBOURNE
windows of Brocket library made the busde of party
politics look a futile waste of energy.  Anyhow, he
did not want to come back as a Holland House man,
Since peace had been signed, the Foxites had shown
themselves more academically out of touch with
reality than ever. Though Europe was still shaking,
they wanted most of the army dismissed at once, for
fear it might lead to a Cromwellian military despot-
ism; they worried lest by helping to restore the
French king, the English Government had implied
belief in the divine right of kings.  Worst of all in
William's eyes, at a time when every sensible person
was longing only for peace and quiet, they were toying
with subversive schemes of reform.  The detachment
in which William had been living made him more
confident in his independent views.   In a letter of
refusal to Lord Holland, he made his position thor-
oughly clear. "In the present state of politics with no
one in either House of Parliament whom I should
choose to follow, with questions, certain to occur, so
numerous and so various, so perplexed by circum-
stances and complicated in the detail, that it is almost
impossible for any two persons to come to the same
conclusion upon all of them, it would be very dis-
agreeable and embarrassing for me to have a seat in
the House of Commons which should not allow me the
fullest and most unquestioned liberty of acting upon
196